
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
  
 
Led by Dr Katie Hill, we are delighted to welcome you to this four-part course, which 
introduces students to the key aspects of Asian art markets and auction house operations: 
valuation, sales, research, and market analysis. 
 
Despite the ongoing pandemic, our colleagues at Sotheby’s auction house confirmed that 
2020 and 2021 were record-breaking years for global sales, deals and auctions in Asian art. 
 
Beginning with a comprehensive look at the global art market, and with insight from experts 
in the field and interviews with working market and auction house specialists throughout, 
this course will give practical insight into the elements of this strategic environment, 
including auction strategy and design. 
 
In line with your kind suggestions, particular attention will be paid to the inextricable and 
dynamic relationship between Asia and the West. 
 
We are pleased to include more information about your course leader, invited speakers and 
a syllabus below. You will find everything else you need to start this course – including the 
Zoom information – in the “Modules” section on Canvas. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to this course. If you need anything, please do get in 
touch with Karl Finn in our programming team at k.finn@sothebysinstitute.com. 
  
With very best wishes, 
 

 
 
Joe Watson 
Director of Lifelong and Continuing Education 
Faculty Profile 
 

 

mailto:k.finn@sothebysinstitute.com
https://www.sothebysinstitute.com/why-sothebys/our-faculty-and-guest-speakers/joe-watson


 

 
 

          

 

  
 

Katie Hill is the Program Director of the Modern and Contemporary Asian Art MA at Sotheby’s 
Institute of Art, London. Katie is a regularly invited speaker for exhibitions and events in numerous 
institutions and galleries. Her recent work includes In Conversation' with Ai Weiwei, Tate Modern, 
selector panel/author, Art of Change, New Directions from China, Hayward Gallery, London, and 
specialist advisor/author for The Chinese Art Book (Phaidon 2013). She also co-edited a special issue 
of the journal Visual Art Practice on Contemporary Chinese Art and Criticality, published in 2012. She 
is director of OCCA, Office of Contemporary Chinese Art, an art consultancy promoting Chinese 
artists in the UK. 
 
 

Dr Chao has been the CEO of the Xia Jing Shan Arts and Culture Foundation since 2014. As a non-
profit organization, the foundation promotes arts and Buddhism through academic research and art 
exhibitions. Dr Chao aims to preserve the art pieces created by Xia through the past years and to 
pass on Buddhism arts, as well as expanding and elaborating the beauty of Chinese culture and arts 
through charity. He had served as the visiting professor at Beijing Normal University, Shandong 
University, Shandong University of Finance and Economics, Qingdao University of Science and 
Technology, and the University of Liege in Belgium. He used to be the chief auditor of ISO 
international quality certification, an Asian research fellow of an international project, Stockholm 
University, and the promotion director of BBC News in Asia. He also studied Art Appreciation at 
Sotheby's Institution of Art in London and Prague College. 
  



 

                  
 

 
Jeffrey Boloten is the Course Leader for the Art & Business Programme, at Sotheby’s 
Institute of Art, London, and is Co-Founder (2004) & Managing Director of ArtInsight Ltd., 
the education partner of art market research firm, ArtTactic. Following a background as a 
solicitor, and directorships with international publishers, including Penguin Books, Jeffrey 
completed an MA in Arts Management, and held posts at the Tate, and as General Manager 
of a London art college. He is a frequent speaker on the global art, and art investment 
markets, and is a Founding Member of PAIAM (Professional Advisors to the International Art 
Market). Jeffrey is also the author of The Market for Photography chapter in the Grove 
Dictionary of Art (Oxford University Press). 

 
Gordon Lo is a Specialist in the Chinese Works of Art department based in London, with 
responsibility for cataloguing, researching and conducting valuations. Gordon began his 
career at Sotheby’s in 2017 as a researcher in the International Research team, and joined 
the specialist department in 2019. Gordon holds a Master’s degree in History of Art and 
Archaeology from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), and a Master’s degree 
in Management in Marketing from University of London. 

 
Kejia Wu is a faculty member at Sotheby’s Institute of Art in New York and an adjunct faculty 

member at Claremont Graduate University. She is a columnist for The Financial Times 

Chinese, the author of TEFAF Art Market Report 2019: the Chinese Art Market, and a co-

author of the Global Art Import and Export Tax Report commissioned by the China 

Association of Auctioneers and the Chinese Ministry of Culture. In 2019, she was presented 

the Asia Art Pioneers Award by ArtReview Asia, LEAP, and The Art Newspaper China Edition.  



 

        
 

 
Lazarus has been actively involved with Chinese art for several years with extensive 

knowledge of ceramics, jades, bronzes, paintings and more. He has a strong academic 

background having studied Chinese art at Oxford University and is fluent in Mandarin 

Chinese having spent time living in Beijing. An active member of the Oriental Ceramic 

Society, he has a track record of making important discoveries including two 20th century 

ink paintings by Xu Beihong and Qi Baishi. 

 
Jonathan Tucker was educated at the University of Wales and at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies in London. He has been an R.A.F. pilot, a police detective in Hong Kong and 
ran a jewellery and Asian art business in the Marianas Islands in the Pacific. A former 
associate director of the Indian and Southeast Asian department at Spink and Son, for more 
than twenty years he operated a gallery in St James’s, London, with his wife Antonia Tozer. 
He has also been a consultant in Indian Southeast Asian art for Bonhams and is a recognised 
authority in the field of Indian and Southeast Asian art, particularly sculpture. He lived in 
Asia for a total of eleven years and has spent many years exploring the ancient trade routes 
between China and Europe, travelling the entire length of the Silk Road. 
 

 
Ling-Yun Tang is a cultural sociologist with a focus on art markets and a regional 
specialization in Asia. Her research projects have included a study of Hong Kong art 
collectors and their role in the globalization of Chinese art. Most recently, she was 
researching the history of 20th century painting and modernity in Taiwan through the lens 
of the island’s history. She has previously consulted for the Department of Development at 
the Freer-Sackler at the Smithsonian Institution, and has work experiences in a commercial 
art gallery in Beijing and at Sotheby’s auction house in New York. She has taught as an 
assistant professor the University of Hong Kong, and has lectured widely about Asian 
contemporary art.



 

 
A warm welcome from 
Dr Jonathan Woolfson (Director of Sotheby’s Institute of Art-London) 
Dr Chung-Chieh Chao (CEO of XJS Arts & Culture Foundation) 
 
A guideline for understanding the Art Market 
Jeffrey Boloten 
 
A Q&A with a Sotheby’s auction house specialist 
Gordon Lo 
 

 
Art markets in East Asia, China and Taiwan 
A guide to Art Appreciation [title to be confirmed] 
Keija Wu 

 
An insight into independent auction houses  
Lazarus Halstead 
 
A practical guide to spotting fakes and forgeries 
Jonathan Tucker 
 
Art Appreciation discussion session 
Katie Hill & Jonathan Tucker 
 

 
Emerging markets including East Asian markets 
Art & Finance: Trends and Developments  
Dr Ling-Yun Tang [titles to be confirmed] 



 

 

 

Joe Watson 
Director of Lifelong and Continuing Education 
j.watson@sia.edu / +44 (0) 7796 903351  
Faculty Profile 
 
Karl Finn 
Senior Program and Volunteer Coordinator 
Department of Lifelong and Continuing Education  
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